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    Learning Progression Tool

	Step 1: Acquire a thorough understanding of the target curricular aim.

	· Identify an important learning target you will be teaching soon. 

· What standard is related to this target?

· Is this learning target the right size for your purposes? 

· If it is too large, break it down to a more manageable size.

· Is it is too narrow, expand the target to include related learning.

· What will the learner do differently as a result of mastering this target?

· How will you know when your students have mastered this learning? How do you plan to measure it?

· Write down your learning target in student friendly language.

	Critical Juncture Assessment for Learning: Write a student-friendly learning target to start your learning progression. 

At your table, review each other’s learning targets for:

· Is the target a manageable size?

· Is the target in student-friendly language?

When everyone’s target has been reviewed, place your traffic light cup at green. A facilitator will come by to approve all your targets. 

	Step 2: Identify all requisite precursory subskills and bodies of enabling knowledge.

	· What are the need-to-know building blocks of enabling knowledge and requisite skills?

· Identify ALL the enabling knowledge and subskills a student would need to know or be able to do to reach your learning target. Write each individually on a post-it note.

	Critical Juncture Assessment for Learning: Given a list of possible building blocks from a model learning progression, identify those that will be needed to reach the learning target.

	Step 3: Determine whether it’s possible to measure students’ status with respect to each preliminarily identified building block.

	· Determine if each building block can be measured (formatively assessed) and specifically determine how it will be measured. 

· If a building block cannot be measured, it cannot be part of the learning progression. These blocks should be eliminated, but first think about in which remaining block that knowledge or skill remains embedded.

· Remove all post its that you determine to be not measurable.

	Critical Juncture Assessment for Learning: Complete the Assessment Brainstorming worksheet for your remaining building blocks.

	Step 4: Arrange all building blocks in a structurally defensible sequence.

	· What order should the building blocks be arranged? (not one right answer, best fit for most learners)
· Choose the best order for most of the students.

· Place your post-it notes in the order you think they should be taught.

	Critical Juncture Assessment for Learning: Place building blocks from a model learning progression into an instructional sequence.

	Peer Assessment: When you have an order, trade your sequence with another person at your table and review.

Dialogue Prompt: Do you agree with their sequence? Why or Why not?

	Learning Target Performance Assessment:

Complete the “My Learning Progression” template in preparation for Assessment for Learning additions.


	Step 3 Assessment for Learning

	Building Block Description
	Possible Assessments
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