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Chimacum Middle School
Mr. Al González, Science
8th grade Standards
Here are the WA State Science standards that 8th graders will be learning this year through our study of Life Science (http://educatoral.com/life_science.html):
Inquiry F (6-8 INQF): It is important to distinguish between the results of a particular investigation and general conclusions drawn from these results. Describe the differences between observation and inference. (Students will be practicing all of the Inquiry standards with regards to lab experiments as they learn how to design experiments. I’m not putting them all here because there are so many of them and our focus in middle school is on the standard written here.)

Notebook: As part of the inquiry process students will use their Science Notebooks to do the following: activate prior knowledge, connect to real world applications, review and evaluate info, and synthesize.

Life Science (6-8 LS1A): All organisms are composed of cells, which carry on the many functions needed to sustain life.

Life Science (6-8 LS1B): One-celled organisms must contain parts to carry out all life functions.

Life Science (6-8 LS1C): Multicellular organisms have specialized cells that perform different functions. These cells join together to form tissues that give organs their structure and enable the organs to perform specialized functions within organ systems.

Life Science (6-8 LS1D): Both plant and animal cells must carry on life functions, so they have parts in common, such as nuclei, cytoplasm, cell membranes, and mitochondria. But plants have specialized cell parts, such as chloroplasts and cell walls, because they are producers and do not move.

Life Science (6-8 LS1E): In classifying organisms, scientists consider both internal and external structures and behaviors.

Life Science (6-8 LS2A): An ecosystem consists of all the populations living within a specific area and the nonliving factors they interact with. One geographical area may contain many ecosystems.

Life Science (6-8 LS2B): Energy flows through an ecosystem from producers (plants) to consumers to decomposers. These relationships can be shown for specific populations in a food web.

Life Science (6-8 LS2C): The major source of energy for ecosystems on Earth’s surface is sunlight. Producers transform the energy of sunlight into the chemical energy of food through photosynthesis. This food energy is used by plants, and all other organisms to carry on life processes. Nearly all organisms on the surface of Earth depend on this energy source.
Behavior: Student comes to class prepared. Student uses class time wisely and works. Student gets along with others and respects others. Student contributes to the flow of learning in this classroom.

