Measurement

Name _________________________________


Date ___________________

Activity 2 

What are some of the various ways that we measure things?

INITIAL IDEAS

Your group will need:

· 2 cubes

· 2 graduated cylinders

· Lump of modeling clay

· Beaker of water

1. Inspect (pick up and feel) the two cubes that are set up at your table (you might need to share them with another group). Fill two graduated cylinders to the same water level, about 3/4 full.

a. Individually predict how the water levels in the graduated cylinders will compare after a cube is placed in each. Assume both cubes will sink. Explain the reasons for your prediction.

b. After everyone in your team has had a chance to make his or her prediction carefully place each cube into a cylinder.

c. Was your prediction correct? Why or why not?

2. Inspect the lump of modeling clay at your table. Individually predict what will happen to the clay when it is placed in a beaker of water. Explain the reasons for your prediction.

a. Next, individually predict what will happen to the clay if a smaller piece of clay is broken off the larger lump and place into the water. Explain the reasons for your prediction.

b. After everyone in your team has had a chance to make his or her prediction put the lump of clay into the beaker. Was your prediction correct?

c. Then break off a piece of clay and place it in the water. What happened? Was your prediction correct? Why do you think so?

