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Progress reports!


It’s midterm and your child has received a progress report to show him or her if there’s anything still missing since the last progress report. This progress report is the one they get paid for, so hopefully they raised their grades. If not, there is still time for your child to turn in missing assignments or to do extra credit.


Visit my extra credit webpage for more information on what your child can do: http://educatoral.com/extra_credit.html


Continued on page 2.


Science news


We are working on a project where students are learning a lot about volcanoes to write a letter to our Governor. If the letters are good, we might even send them! Students are using what they learned about Mt. Saint Helens as they study volcanoes to explain to the Governor what could happen if Mt. Rainier were to erupt any time soon. 


Continued on page 2.
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Perfect Holiday!


�


Halloween is perfect in our study of Latin America! Halloween plays an important role in the development of the Mexican holiday of días de los muertos or Days of the Dead. We have finished our introductory/review study of maps. The culmination for my maps unit has been our Geocaching activity. Each of my classes is getting a chance to hide geocaches and also to use the handheld GPS’s to find geocaches! It’s fun.





Now we are studying some of the ancient cultures of Mesoamerica as we also learn about the Days of the Dead holiday.


 


Continued on page 2.
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Important Dates:


Oct 17, 2005 – Midterm


Oct 26, 2005 – Early Release


Oct 30, 2005 – Fall Back 1 hour


Oct 31, 2005 – Halloween


Nov 1 & 2, 2005 – Días de los muertos
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Progress reports


Continued from p. 1


Students get class money for overall A’s, B’s and C’s. I am also giving all students $50 to start them off. This class money will become very important for Market Day in December and for Trading Post in May. Stay tuned for more information on those two culmination celebrations. Students also get lotto tickets for keeping up with their work and getting good grades. They can use their lotto tickets at our end of the month awards assemblies to win prizes!





Science news


Continued from p. 1


This project is a great way for kids to learn about volcanoes and write at the same time! Here is the information website:


http://educatoral.com/volcanology_prompt.html





If you check my homework page for due dates, as they come up, you can help your child stay caught up. 


http://educatoral.com/hw.html


Sometimes this means that your child needs to do some more research at home or some rewriting (of their first, second, or final draft). Your child will have to be honest with you as to how much he or she actually gets done in class.


While working on the letter to the Governor, students will also be collecting data for our Earth Movement project. Check it out:


http://educatoral.com/earth_movement.html








Perfect Holiday!


Continued from p. 1


We are learning about the Aztec, Maya, and Inca through an online WebQuest. It’s online so your child can access it from home if he or she falls behind or would like to get some extra information. Have your child show you the WebQuest. Since the Days of the Dead holiday is approaching fast, November 1st and 2nd, we will be studying about that holiday at the same time we are learning about Aztecs, Maya, and Inca. The Aztec, Maya, and Inca WebQuest will culminate in PowerPoint presentations that student teams will put together for each other.





As the Spanish conquistadors began to conquer the native peoples of Latin America, they tried to impose their religion and holidays on them. Days of the Dead is an example of how the celebrations of the conquerors and the conquered people can mesh into a new holiday. The differences between Halloween and Days of the Dead are wonderful to study, and that is just what students will do as they research both holidays. Students will then write a compare and contrast essay to show what they learned. Writing an essay is a nice way to show what they learned instead of reading about it and taking a test. The essay will be due just before Halloween so that students can enjoy the weekend. Good luck!


�
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