PIZZAZ!...LIMERICKS HANDOUT
Limericks From Leslie Opp-Beckman
URL: http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~leslieob/limericks.leslie.html
------------------------------------------------------------------------

INSTRUCTIONS - Part A
1) Students work in pairs or a small group. Each group receives a limerick that has been cut into strips (along with its accompanying illustration if there is one). They then put the strips of paper into what they think might be the correct order. 

INSTRUCTIONS - Part B
1) Across the top of a blank sheet of paper, each student writes 5-6 places s/he's lived or visited.... cities, provinces/states, countries, addresses, etc. 

2) Choose the 2 places that are easiest to rhyme (this may take some experimenting and more than one try). Students can help each other "brainstorm" rhyming words which they then write in columns underneath the place names. This can be done using only the last syllable of the name. 

Example: 

Beijing: bring, fling, king, Ming, opening, ring, sing, sling, sting, thing ... 

3) Using one or both of the templates, students write limericks by filling in the blanks with their own rhyming words. Use past tense. 

Example: 

There once was a man from Beijing . 

All his life he hoped to be King . 

So he put on a crown, 

Which quickly fell down. 

That small silly man from Beijing
. 
Template - A: 

There once was a ______________ from __________________. 

All the while s/he hoped _______________________________. 

So s/he _______________________________. 

And _________________________________. 

That ___________________ from ___________________. 

Template - B: 

I once met a _________________ from ___________________. 

Every day s/he _______________________________________. 

But whenever s/he ______________________. 

The _________________________________. 

That strange ___________________ from ___________________.

COUPLET
(CUP- let)
You know a couple means two. So a couplet is a pair of lines of poetry that are usually rhymed. We think the idea of the couplet came from the French and English. There are lots of ways to write different types of couplets. Couplets can also be used to "build" other poems, but we'll get to that later!

We are going to use a couplet for a "play on words," or a word game. This type of couplet is called a "terse verse." Here's the way you play,

"If turkeys gobble,

Do Pilgrims squabble?"

 

"If cars go zoom,

exhaust smoke will plume!"

"If the phone rings,

hope then still clings."

You've read the examples. We know you can outdo them! "If the ball's in your court. . ."
FREE VERSE

Free verse is just what it says it is - poetry that is written without proper rules about form, rhyme, rhythm, meter, etc. The greatest American writer of free verse is probably Walt Whitman. His great collection of free verse was titled Leaves of Grass and it was published in 1855.
In free verse the writer makes his/her own rules. The writer decides how the poem should look, feel, and sound. Henry David Thoreau, a great philosopher, explained it this way, ". . . perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away." It may take you a while to "hear your own drummer," but free verse can be a great way to "get things off your chest" and express what you really feel.

Lyrical Lesson: Free Verse

1. Write a paragraph or paragraphs entitled "Who Am I?"

2. Go back and break the paragraph into lines

3. As you do this revise the lines until they look, feel, and sound right to you.

4. Complete a self-portrait to reflect the "real" you. Scan the picture into your document. Your teacher will show you how.

5. Use the optic camera and read your poem aloud and save it on the computer.

Optional Lesson:

1. Take your web and ideas about the different cultures (from Lesson 2). Choose one idea from the web (beliefs, custom, clothing, environment or traditions). Write a paragraph a on this topic.

2. Break the paragraph into lines or stanzas, if you want to express more than one idea.

3. Use a magazine or your own original artwork to illustrate your idea.

4. In your class, compile the same cultures together to form one large poem.

Haiku

(HI-coo)
Haiku is a poetic form and a type of poetry from the Japanese culture. Haiku combines form, content, and language in a meaningful, yet compact form. Haiku poets, which you will soon be, write about everyday things. Many themes include nature, feelings, or experiences. Usually they use simple words and grammar. The most common form for Haiku is three short lines. The first line usually contains five (5) syllables, the second line seven (7) syllables, and the third line contains five (5) syllables. Haiku doesn't rhyme. A Haiku must "paint" a mental image in the reader's mind. This is the challenge of Haiku - to put the poem's meaning and imagery in the reader's mind in ONLY 17 syllables over just three (3) lines of poetry! Check out some Haiku at Haiku Salon (see Lesson 2 for the link).
HAIKU EXAMPLES 

The Rose by Donna Brock

The red blossom bends

and drips its dew to the ground.

Like a tear it falls

A Rainbow by Donna Brock

Curving up, then down.

Meeting blue sky and green earth

Melding sun and rain.

Now its your turn. Pick your favorite sport. That sport will be your theme. Decide: 1) For what purpose will you write? What mood do you want to convey?

Think of the images, descriptive words, and figurative language that best describe that sport (remember sounds, smells, sights). Jot them down in web form or as you think of them. Then the final step is to experiment by putting your ideas on the Haiku "skeleton" - 5, 7, 5 (syllables) and 3 lines.

Look at your poem, check it for correct syllables and lines. Now, for the real test, read it ALOUD. Does it really paint a clear picture? Share your Haiku with someone else. Listen to his or her critique of your poem. A critique is when someone tells you the strengths and weaknesses of your work. DON'T GET MAD, LISTEN to the suggestions. Revise your work. Remember, the BEST writers are REWRITERS!

Diamante Poem

A diamante is a seven line poem, shaped like a diamond.

square

symmetrical, conventional

shaping, measuring, balancing

boxes, rooms, clocks, halos

encircling, circumnavigating, enclosing

round, continuous

circle
Line 1: 


one word

(subject/noun that is contrasting to line 7) 

Line 2: 


two words

(adjectives) that describe line 1 

Line 3: 


three words

(action verbs) that relate to line 1 

Line 4: 


four words (nouns)

first 2 words relate to line 1

last 2 words relate to line 7 

Line 5: 


three words

(action verbs) that relate to line 7 

Line 6: 


two words

(adjectives) that describe line 7 

Line 7: 


one word

( subject/noun that is contrasting to line 1)

Cinquain Poetry

A cinquain is a five line poem.

triangles

pointy edges

revolving, rotating, angling

Triangles are all different.
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Line 1: 


one word

(subject or noun) 

Line 2: 


two words

(adjectives) that describe line 1 

Line 3: 


three words

(action verbs) that relate to line 1 

Line 4: 


four words

(feelings or a complete sentence) that relates to line 1 

Line 5: 


one word

(synonym of line 1 or a word that sums it up)
